
21st February 2021 
The First Sunday of Lent 

In this ‘wilderness’ year Lent might feel rather point-
less, just more of the same deprivation and denial … 
And yes, if we see Lent simply as a time of giving 
things up, then it probably has lost its distinctive  
quality this year. But what if Lent is more about  
what we will discover than what we will give up and  
is most deeply about turning back to God in our 
thoughts and actions, deliberately placing ourselves 
where the light might get in … Could this understand-
ing of Lent help us to engage more positively with this 
special season of preparation in this wilderness year? 
Perhaps rather like our gardens which will slowly come 
back to life over the coming months, so too can we. 
Lent groups, lent lunches, weekday worship and per-
sonal time set aside for prayer and reflection are all 
ways to help us cultivate ‘holy habits’ of renewal and 
new growth. 

Notices... 

Come Dine with Us - thank you to Bruce and Sue for 
organising the event. At the last count we raised 
£890 for the Food Bank - a fantastic total.  

Lent Lunches begin this Thursday at 12.30pm for 4 
weeks via Zoom and individually at home, supporting 
the work of Christian Aid. No need to book, just turn 
up! Whether you can join in or not, please give  
generously to Christian Aid via the justgiving link on 
our website. We have already raised half of our £500 
target - please help us pass the goal.  
 

The booklet ‘On the Third Day’ is available from York 
Courses for £3.80 and can be ordered by phone on 
01904 466516 or via www.yorkcourses.co.uk. Even if 
you are not joining a Zoom group you might like to 
follow the same material.  

 

World Day of Prayer Friday, 5thMarch For over 50 
years the first Friday in March has been observed by 
churches worldwide of all traditions as World Day of 
Prayer, with women in a particular country preparing 
a service. There won't be a service in Newbury this 
year due to Covid, but the service prepared by  
women in Vanuatu in the South Pacific will be  
available on the WDP website where there’s a lot of 
other very informative and inspiring material. Why 
not take a look? 
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Sunday Worship Online 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 

available on YouTube  -  

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 

Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat at 11am 
Join with others from across the Benefice for a  coffee 
and chat. The Zoom link is given in the email which 
accompanies this newsletter.  
 

Benefice Eucharist ‘Telephone Church’ is  available 
for those not on the internet.  
Dial this number 01635 959050 which is charged at 
local rate to hear the 10am benefice service. 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays via Zoom. 
 

Wednesday Evening Worship at 7.30pm via Zoom—
preceded by 7pm zoom informal chat.   
 

Sunday, 28 February - Second Sunday of Lent. 
Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 21st February 2021 
 

The Collect 
Heavenly Father, 
your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 
and grew closer to you in the desert: 
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom  
       and prayer 
that we may witness to your saving love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
First Reading:  1 Peter 3. 18 - end 

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the  
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but 
made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in 
former times did not obey, when God waited  
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of 
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were 
saved through water. And baptism, which this  
prefigured, now saves you - not as a removal of dirt 
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
made subject to him.  
 

The Gospel:  Mark 1. 9 - 15 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee 
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as 
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heav-
ens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 
on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; 
and the angels waited on him. 

 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

 

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 
 

Post Communion 

Lord God, 
you have renewed us with the living bread from  
 heaven; 
by it you nourish our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and strengthen our love: 
teach us always to hunger for him who is the true  
 and living bread, 
and enable us to live by every word 
 that proceeds from out of your mouth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 

Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday - these are available 
from St George’s Church during the times when the 
church is open for personal prayer (see below).  
Access is via the tower side doors.  

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm 
and on Sundays from 9am - 2pm. 
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Face coverings must be worn.  
 

Benefice Morning Prayer is on Zoom 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.50am. 
 

Wednesday Worship continues on Zoom at 7.30pm  
 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


