
31st January 2021 
Candlemas

Today we join together for a special all-age benefice 

service to celebrate Candlemas. The service involves 

people from across the benefice, and is a wonderful 

opportunity to hear again the story of Simeon and 

Anna, Mary, Joseph and Jesus (a truly all-age story!). 

Have a candle ready for the service, and do take a 

look at the service sheet which is on the website.  We 

will also see if anyone was brave enough to send in a 

birthday ‘selfie’! And as we give thanks today for the 

light of Christ, and begin our journey from the ‘crib to 

the cross’, we are encouraged to reflect on how we 

are part of how this light is shared, and to hold up a 

candle of hope in these difficult times. 

Coming Soon ... 

Candle-lit Lament and Vigil to mark the tragic loss of 
over 100,000 lives to Covid-19 takes place at 6pm 
Friday 29 January and can be joined via our YouTube 
channel any time thereafter. http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

 
Come Dine with Us - the deadline to sign up has 
passed but if you would like to join please contact 
Bruce Blaine or Susan Wright NOW on events@st-
george-newbury.org.uk. You can donate to support 
this fundraising event for the Foodbank via 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/come-dine-with-us2. 
 
Ash Wednesday worship 17 February - Zoom service 
at 7.30pm. 

Our Lent course ‘On the Third Day’ will start the 
week beginning 22nd February at 5 different times 
each week of Lent on zoom or conference call. More 
details are on the website, including the days that are 
available, but if you want to join a group please let 
Kathy Winrow know (kwinrow@btinternet.com) by 
4th February. 
 
Lent Lunches - Thursdays at 12.30pm for 4 weeks 
from 25 February via Zoom and individually at home 
supporting the work of Christian Aid. No need to 
book, just turn up! 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 01635 228968 
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Sunday Worship Online 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 

available on YouTube  -  

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 

Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat is back... 
Join with others from across the Benefice at 11.00am 
for a  coffee and chat. The Zoom link is given in the 
email which accompanies this newsletter.  
 

Benefice Eucharist ‘Telephone Church’ is  available 
for those not on the internet.  
Dial this number 01635 959050 which is charged at 
local rate to hear the 10am benefice service. 

Upcoming services this week
 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays via Zoom. 
 

Wednesday Evening Worship at 7.30pm via Zoom. 
 

Sunday, 7 February    
Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/come-dine-with-us2
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 31st January 2021 
 

The Collect 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
light of the nations and glory of Israel: 
make your home among us, 
and present us pure and holy 
to your heavenly Father, 
your God, and our God. 
Amen 
 
There is only one reading this week, as part of our  
All Age service: 
 
The Gospel:  Luke 2. 22 - 44 
When the time came for their purification according 
to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusa-
lem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be desig-
nated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacri-
fice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying, 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, 
   according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
   which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at 
what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is des-
tined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the in-
ner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.’ 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, having lived with her husband for seven years 
after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but wor-
shipped there with fasting and prayer night and 
day. At that moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.              cont... 
 

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 
 

Gospel cont. 

When they had finished everything required by the 
law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own 
town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon 
him. 

 

 

Post Communion 

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, 
who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, 
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes 
 to bring us to eternal life; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 
 
 
 

St George’s Church - open for personal prayer

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm 
and on Sundays from 9am - 2pm. 
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

Face coverings must be worn.  
 

St John’s Church is closed at present. 
 

Benefice Morning Prayer is on Zoom 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.50am. 
 

Wednesday Worship continues on Zoom at 7.30pm  
 
These services are on the Zoom login given by email. 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear , or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


