
17th January 2021 
The Second Sunday of Epiphany

‘Earth’s crammed with heaven, and every common 
bush afire with God’, wrote Elizabeth Barrett  
Browning in her famous poem about God’s revelation 
in creation. Epiphany is a time to let the eyes of our 
hearts be opened to ‘heaven in the ordinary’ as  
another poet put it, to detect Christ’s presence in our 
midst even in gloomy January and in lockdown.  
Today’s Collect is the ultimate epiphany prayer, a 
prayer for ordinary people like me and you, that God 
in Christ may ‘transform the poverty of our nature’ by 
the riches of God’s grace, and that in the ‘renewal of 
our lives’ we might make known God’s heavenly glory 
in our own lives, in everyday ways of kindness,  
humility, attentiveness, hopefulness. One lighted 
torch serving to light another. 

St George’s Church - open for personal prayer

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm 
and on Sundays from 9am - 2pm. 
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

Face coverings must be worn.  
 

St John’s Church is closed at present. 
 

Benefice Morning Prayer is on Zoom 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.50am. 
 

Wednesday Worship continues on Zoom at 7.30pm  
These services are on the Zoom login given by email. 

Notices

Can you help? West Berks Foodbank has published a 
new list  of urgently needed food items including 
food suitable for lunch boxes for children not in 
school. See our website for more details.  
 
House Blessings took place last week (around 50) and 
the opportunity remains for any who would like a 
house blessing to request one by phoning the office 
on the number below.  

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 01635 228968 
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Lent is coming soon...

Watch out for details next week about Ash Wednes-
day worship on 17 February, and about Lent groups, 
as well as other opportunities for prayer and reflec-
tion as we journey to Easter. 

Sunday Worship Online 

 

Please join us at the NEW TIME OF 10am for our 

Benefice Eucharist available on YouTube  -  

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 
Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat is back! 
Join with others from across the Benefice at 11.00am 
for a  coffee and chat. The Zoom link is given in the 
email which accompanies this newsletter.  
 
Benefice Eucharist ‘Telephone Church’ is  available 
for those not on the internet.  
Dial this number 01635 959050 which is charged at 
local rate to hear the 10am benefice service. 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 17th January 2021 
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature  
    by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
First Reading:  1 Samuel 3. 1 – 10 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to 
the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread. 
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow 
dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, 
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran 
to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he 
said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and 
lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel 
got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you 
called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, 
and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed 
to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. 
And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, 
for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that 
the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 
say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’  
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as be-
fore, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for 
your servant is listening.’  
 
The Gospel:  John 1. 43 - end 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 
Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip 
found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found 
him about whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Naza-
reth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and 
see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards 
him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, 
‘Where did you come to know me?’                      cont... 

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Gospel cont. 

Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before 
Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’  

Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater 
things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell 
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’  
 

Post Communion 

God of glory, 
you nourish us with your Word 
who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Coming Soon … Come Dine with Us

Lockdown goes on (and on!) so get another Zoom pro-
gressive supper in your diary.  
Following excellent reviews last year, Come Dine with 
Us is back again on Saturday February 13th.  For those 
of you not familiar with the event, it is a fun and infor-
mal evening sharing from the comfort of your dining 
table (via Zoom) a three course meal with up to four 
other households. During the often solitary days of lock-
down, it is a chance to speak with and see a number of 
other households and will certainly raise your spirits 
whilst also raising funds for the West Berks Food Bank. 
Please see further details in the attached invitation and 
if you would like to participate or find out further infor-
mation email events@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Upcoming services this week
 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays via Zoom. 
 

Wednesday Evening Worship at 7.30pm via Zoom. 
 

Sunday, 24 January  
Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 
(and available to view after)  


