
WEEK 3 — JOY 

A prayer to begin 
In the tender mercy of our God, 
may the dayspring from on high break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 
Reading: Luke 2:8-12 
 
Read the passage aloud.  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 
in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Slowly read the passage aloud a second time (if in a group with a different reader). 
 
Where is your attention drawn in this passage? Share any thoughts, feelings, reactions.  
 
After thoughts and observations have been shared you might like to reflect on these 
questions: 

  In what ways might it be significant that the angels appear to shepherds?  
Think about any other parts of the Bible that are about shepherds and sheep… 

 
 The angels come with ‘good news of great joy’ – how would you describe what this 

means today in a world which is still divided and difficult for many… 
 

 Is joy the same as happiness? How can the celebration of Christmas be joyful in 
these times of pandemic? 

 
You also might like to meditate on this painting by contemporary artist Daniel Bonnell 
entitled ‘Seeing Shepherds’. 
 



What do you notice?  Where is your eye drawn? What are your feelings? 
 
 

 

If you look closely at the sky some of the angels are mirroring the posture of the shepherds. 
What might the artist be exploring?  
_____________________________________ 

‘To you, in David’s town, this day 
Is born of David’s line 
A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, 
And this shall be the sign: 
‘The heav’nly Babe you there shall find 
To human view displayed, 
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
And in a manger laid.’ 
 
These words from Nahum Tate’s carol (written in the 17th century and the only carol 
permitted to be sung in Anglican churches at the time) capture the mingling of heaven and 
earth in the birth of Christ, the coming together of two worlds. The manger was of course 
the feeding trough where sheep would feed. What a sign for the shepherds that God had 
come to them and for them. Imagine their surprise and their joy.  Imagine what kind of God 
this is who is found in a manger. 
 
Finally read this poem aloud (perhaps two readers alternating between verses)… 



 
This is a famous section from Tennyson’s ‘In Memoriam’, about ringing out the old and 
ringing in the new (and which, despite the language of former times, seems very topical. It  
finishes with a vision of Advent hope - ‘the Christ that is to be’. 
 
Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky 
 
Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
Ring, happy bells, across the snow: 
The year is going, let him go; 
Ring out the false, ring in the true… 
  
Ring out the want, the care, the sin, 
The faithless coldness of the times; 
Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes 
But ring the fuller minstrel in. 
  
Ring out false pride in place and blood, 
The civic slander and the spite; 
Ring in the love of truth and right, 
Ring in the common love of good. 
  
Ring out old shapes of foul disease; 
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 
Ring out the thousand wars of old, 
Ring in the thousand years of peace. 
  
Ring in the valiant man and free, 
The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 
Ring in the Christ that is to be. 
_____________________________________ 

A prayer (based on Romans 15.13) to say together to conclude our Advent Encounters and 
as we ring in Christmas – 
 

‘May the God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace 

as we trust in him, 
so that we may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.’ 
Amen. 

 


