Creation
Tide

Benefice Eucharist
from September through to
the Feast of St Francis
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Creation Tide
Benefice Eucharist
Welcome to the benefice of
St George and St John, in South Newbury.

The Gathering
The presiding priest says:
In the name of God,
Creator, Sustainer and Redeemer
Amen.
The Greeting
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
The Spirit of God hovered over the water
and brought life to all creation.
Come, Holy Spirit
and renew the face of the earth.
A minister welcomes us informally before the start of the Service. After
the welcome, a time of silence is kept.
The Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Prayer of Penitence
A minister uses these or other suitable words:
God’s whole creation groans.
The land produces thorns and thistle
and longs to be set free.
Our sin affects all around us.
We confess our brokenness in penitence and faith.
A short silence follows offering space for reflection.
Creator God,
we confess that we have not honoured and followed you.
We have broken our relationships with one another,
abused your fragile creation,
wounded your love
and marred your holy image in us.
We are sorry and ashamed and repent of all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Lead us from apathy to love.
Strengthen us as stewards of your precious people
and of your glorious creation,
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, who died for us.
Amen
The priest says the Absolution (assurance of God’s forgiveness):
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all
your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in
all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
or

May the Father of all mercies
cleanse you from your sins,
and restore you in his image
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
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Gloria in Excelsis
Our response to God’s compassion and welcome.
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
The Collect
Let us pray.
The Collect is preceded by a short period of silent prayer.

The Liturgy of the Word
Readings
At the end of a reading,
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading
When the Gospel is announced the reader says:
Alleluia, alleluia.
You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honour and power,
for you created all things.
Alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
The Affirmation of Faith
We say together:
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
We pray for the church, creation, the peoples of the world and their
leaders, our local community, family and friends, those who are sick or
suffering, and those who have recently died.
One of the responses below is used at the end of each prayer.
Lord of all creation
hear the cry of our hearts

or

Jesus Lord of life,
in your mercy hear us.

And at the end:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
The presiding priest introduces the Peace.
To crown all things there
must be love,
to bind all together and
complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in
our hearts.
or

You shall go out in joy, and be led
back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before
you shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall
clap their hands.

The peace of the Lord be always with you;
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
We share a sign of peace.
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Preparation of the Table
The altar table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.
The presiding priest takes the bread and wine and praises God in these
or similar words:
As the grain once scattered in the fields
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,
so Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together from
the corners of the earth into your kingdom.
Amen

The Eucharistic Prayer (Prayer E)
The presiding priest says:
The Lord is here.
His spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, we give you thanks and praise
for your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
He is the image of the unseen God,
the first-born of all creation.
He created all things in heaven and on earth:
everything visible and everything invisible,
thrones, dominions, sovereignties, powers,
all things were created through him and for him.
Lord of all creation
we worship and adore you.

7

He is the radiant light of your glory:
he holds all creation together by his word of power.
Lord of all creation
we worship and adore you.
He is first to be born from the dead.
All perfection is found in him,
and all things were reconciled through him and for him,
everything in heaven and everything on earth,
when he made peace by his death on the cross.
Lord of all creation
we worship and adore you.
The Church is his body,
he is its head.
He takes his place in heaven
at your right hand,
where we worship you with all of your creation, saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the highest
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us
the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking
bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
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Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
Bells may be rung.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Bells may be rung.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
or

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed
our death, rising you
restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Christ is the bread of life:
When we eat this bread and drink
this cup, we proclaim your death,
Lord Jesus, until you come in glory.
or

Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and
resurrection you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.

9

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Saint George, St John and all the saints,
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we
pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin
against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Let us pray with confidence as our
Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass
against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread
The presiding priest breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
We sing or say the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) as the bread is broken

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
The presiding priest says one of these invitations to communion:
God’s holy gifts
for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of
the world.
Blessed are those who are called
to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive
you, but only say the word,
and I shall be healed.

The presiding priest and people receive communion with these words,
The body of Christ. Amen
The blood of Christ. Amen
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Prayer after Communion
A moment of silence and reflection.
The presiding priest says a Post Communion collect or prayer.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe,
creator of light and giver of life,
to you be glory and praise for ever.
In Jesus your light has shone out;
and you have given your Holy Spirit
as a mighty stream of life-giving water
to refresh and renew the face of the earth.
Let your light shine in us
That we may be beacons of justice
and bearers of hope.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.
Or

Lord of all creation,
as we have received the bread and wine,
fruits of the earth and tokens of salvation,
so with joy we celebrate your goodness
and commit ourselves to serve you on your earth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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The Dismissal
Notices
The presiding priest uses this or another suitable blessing:
May God
who clothes the lilies and feeds the
birds of the sky,
who leads the lambs to pasture and
the deer to water,
who multiplied loaves and fishes
and changed water into wine,
lead us, feed us, multiply us,
and change us to reflect the glory of
our Creator
now and through all eternity;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain
with you always.
Amen.
or

The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ
our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit,
be among you and remain with
you always.
Amen.

I call heaven and earth to witness,
today that I have set
before you life and death,
blessings and curses.
Choose life so that you and
your descendants may live, loving
the LORD your God, obeying him, and
holding fast to him.
Deuteronomy 30:19-20a
Go in the light and peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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f.

f. “We will recover our sense of wonder
and our sense of the sacred only if we
appreciate the universe beyond ourselves
as a revelatory experience of that numinous presence whence all things came
into being.
Thomas Berry

b. “In many ways the church here has
no walls; we worship with plants,
planets atoms and angels…”
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b.

d. “The Word is living, being,
spirit, all verdant greening, all
creativity. This Word manifests
itself in every creature.”

d.

Hildegard of Bingen

g.

g. “The day of my spiritual
awakening was the day I saw and
knew I saw all things in God and
God in all things.”
Mechthild of Magdeburg
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