Open for personal prayer during the week...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm
(Access only via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm
(Access via the rear Vestry door.)

23rd August 2020
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

Other news...
Annual Church Meetings which were deferred from
March are now to take place in October.
St George’s APCM is on Tuesday 6 October at 7.30pm,
and St John’s is on Thursday 22 October at 7pm.
More details to follow.
Revd Julie’s Priesting is on 19 September and her
first Eucharist as the presiding priest is on Sunday
20th. Our thoughts and prayers are with Julie as she
prepares for this new chapter of her ordained ministry.
Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice
Revd Becky Bevan
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 524994
Day off Monday

Associate Vicar
Revd Gary Collins
gary@st-john-newbury.org.uk

07986 901879
Day off Monday-

Associate Priest—St George’s
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Curate
Revd Julie Howell
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk

Day off Monday

Benefice Office Manager
Alex Brown
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 41249
Day off Monday

‘Look to the rock from which you were hewn.’ These
words from today’s first reading are inscribed in Latin
on the beam which goes right across the ceiling in St
George’s where the nave meets the chancel. I wonder why of all the verses in the Bible this one was
picked to have such a prominent position in the
church. Perhaps the clue lies in its citing right above
where worshippers must pass to receive communion,
reminding us that our truest identity is revealed as
we participate in the life of Christ, so that, as St Paul
says, ‘we become what we are’ - chips off the old
block… Less noticeable is the inscription on the reverse side of the beam which is from Galatians, ‘God
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ’ which links to our Gospel reading
where Peter is confronted with the awful realisation
that Jesus’ identity would not be revealed in victory
over the Romans but in death on a cross. ‘Who do
you say that I am?’ Jesus asks him. The question is the
centre point of the Gospel and lies at the heart of the
Church.
Joining Sunday Worship online
Benefice Service, Sunday at 11.00am
Benefice Service of Holy Communion
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
‘Virtual Coffee and Chat’ at 12.00pm. Please join us!
Sunday Worship in Church

Churchwardens
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s Simon Pook, Rita Gardner
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Website
Facebook

www.stg-stj.org.uk
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Holy Communion at 9am at St George’s
Holy Communion at 9.30am at St John’s
Benefice Holy Communion at 11am at St George’s
and live-streamed for the congregation at home.
Zoom Coffee and Chat at 12noon, usual details.
Face coverings must now be worn in church.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or a have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers overleaf.

Readings for Sunday, 23rd August 2020

Gospel continued...

The Collect
God of glory,
the end of our searching,
help us to lay aside
all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom,
and to give all that we have
to gain the pearl beyond all price,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to
tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

First Reading: Isaiah 51. 1-6
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be for ever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.
The Gospel: Matthew 16. 13-20
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But
who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered,
‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And
Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to
you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it.

Post Communion
Lord of all mercy,
we your faithful people have celebrated that one
true sacrifice which takes away our sins and brings
pardon and peace:
by our communion keep us firm on the foundation of
the gospel and preserve us from all sin;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on
the website.

Upcoming services
Wednesday Worship

Zoom

Sunday Worship, 30th August 9am
9.30am
11.00am

26th August
7.30pm
St George
St John
St George

All our services (except Zoom) remain available on
the Benefice Website and on YouTube.

Benefice Eucharist service available via phone
‘Telephone Church’ is available for those not on the
internet. Dial this number 01635 959050 which is
charged at local rate to hear the 11am benefice
service from St Georges.
Please note this cannot become available on the
phone until Tuesday, we are sorry for the
unavoidable delay.

