Open for personal prayer during the week...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm
(Access only via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm and Saturdays 2.00pm - 4.00pm
(Access via the rear Vestry door.)
Other news...
Fair Close Day Centre in Newtown Road is open
again for cooked lunches 7 days a week with half
price meals Mondays to Wednesdays this month.
Please phone Fair Close 01635 40488 for more information or email Fair Close or phone 07784 819313 to
prebook your meal.
Foodbank Collection Point at St George’s August
opening times: 9.30am - 2.30pm Tuesday - Saturday.
Annual Parochial Church Meetings deferred from
March, are to take place in October:
St George’s on 6 October at 7.30pm
St John’s on 22 October at 7pm
These will be held in church (socially distanced) unless the rules change!

These words from a prayer written by a student anticipating A level results will strike a chord with all who
are feeling anxious and uncertain about what the future holds: ‘Lord Jesus, keep reminding me of the bigger picture over the next few weeks, keep me in your
hands when all other hands disappear. For I am convinced that neither entry requirements nor exam results, neither anticipation nor doubts, neither success
nor failure, nor any expectations,
neither last minute fears nor anxieties, nor anything
else in life, will be able to separate us from the love
of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Please, don’t let me forget it! Amen.’
We hold in our prayers this week our young people,
and our schools and colleges.
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16th August 2020
Tenth Sunday after Trinity

www.stg-stj.org.uk
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Holy Communion at 9am at St George’s
Holy Communion at 9.30am at St John’s
Benefice Holy Communion at 11am at St George’s
and live-streamed for the congregation at home.
PLEASE NOTE THAT FACE COVERINGS ARE NOW
MANDATORY IN PLACES OF WORSHIP.
Zoom Coffee and Chat at 12noon, usual details.
In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or a have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers overleaf. The longterm prayer list is updated monthly, please let Alex
know of any changes.

Readings for Sunday, 16th August 2020

The Collect
Lord of heaven and earth,
as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer,
give us patience and courage never to lose hope,
but always to bring our prayers before you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Post Communion
God of our pilgrimage,
you have willed that the gate of mercy
should stand open for those who trust in you:
look upon us with your favour
that we who follow the path of your will
may never wander from the way of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayers for the week
First Reading: Isaiah 56. 1, 6-8
Thus says the Lord:
Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed.
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
and hold fast my covenant—
these I will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

The Gospel: Matthew 15. 21-28
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of
Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from
that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all.
And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send
her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying,
‘Lord, help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She said,
‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall
from their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus answered her,
‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as
you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on
the website.

Thought for the week ...
… inspired by the feast day of Bernard of Clairvaux
on Thursday
There are those who seek knowledge for the sake of
knowledge; that is curiosity. There are those who
seek knowledge to be known by others; that is vanity.
There are those who seek knowledge in order to
serve; that is Love.’

Upcoming services
Wednesday Worship

Zoom

Sunday Worship, 23rd August 9am
9.30am
11.00am

19th August
7.30pm
St George
St John
St George

All our services (except Zoom) remain available on
the Benefice Website and on YouTube.

Benefice Eucharist service available via phone
‘Telephone Church’ is available for those not on the
internet. Dial this number 01635 959050 which is
charged at local rate to hear the 11am benefice
service from St Georges.
Please note this cannot become available on the
phone until Tuesday, we are sorry for the
unavoidable delay.

