Open for personal prayer during the week...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm
(Access only via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm and Saturdays 2.00pm - 4.00pm
(Access via the rear Vestry door.)
Other news...
Revd Julie’s Priesting is on 19 September and her
first Eucharist as the presiding priest is on Sunday
20th. Our thoughts and prayers are with Julie as she
prepares for this new chapter of her ordained ministry.
Food Bank—we received news from West Berks
Foodbank that the St G’s collection point had 614kg
of food donations during lockdown—that’s 1280
meals! Thank you everyone. Keep up the good work!
Finding the live-streamed service on YouTube - this
is easy this week as the service was pre-recorded
and will be uploaded before Sunday to go live for
11am at https://youtu.be/kfhd51ZvZHU. Or go to the
Benefice website and click the link www.stg-stj.org.uk
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terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk

This week we are joined in our online service by the
whole of the Oxford Diocese (well potentially at
least!), as part of their ‘Church at Home’ series.
So we gladly welcome all extra visitors to our worship
today.
Please note that the rules have changed and it is now
mandatory for face coverings to be worn in places of
worship. Those leading services are exempt but only
when clearly at a distance of more than 2 metres
from worshippers and not at any time when moving
around.
This week’s Gospel reading is of Jesus walking on water, and Peter’s attempts to walk towards him.
It’s an odd reading, and hard to interpret in a world
of science, but stormy seas, a sinking boat, and reaching out in fear and longing to Jesus who comes across
the waters strikes me as being rather topical!
Joining Sunday Worship online NEW TIME
Benefice Service, Sunday at 11.00am
Benefice Service of Holy Communion
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk

‘Virtual Coffee and Chat’ at 12.00pm. Please join us!
Sunday Worship in Church
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churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Website
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9th August 2020
Ninth Sunday after Trinity

www.stg-stj.org.uk
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Holy Communion at 9am at St George’s
Holy Communion at 9.30am at St John’s
Benefice Holy Communion at 11am at St George’s
and live-streamed for the congregation at home.
PLEASE NOTE THAT FACE COVERINGS ARE NOW
MANDATORY IN PLACES OF WORSHIP.
Zoom Coffee and Chat at 12noon, usual details.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or a have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers overleaf.

Readings for Sunday, 9th August 2020

The Collect
Almighty God,
who sent your Holy Spirit
to be the life and light of your Church:
open our hearts to the riches of your grace,
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit
in love and joy and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
First Reading: 1 Kings 19. 9-15
At that place Elijah came to a cave, and spent the
night there.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying,
‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I
have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking
my life, to take it away.’
He said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before
the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.’ Now there
was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord,
but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind
an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but
the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound
of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him
that said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the
God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking my life, to take it away.’ Then the Lord said to
him, ‘Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus.
The Gospel: Matthew 14. 22-33
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat
and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed
the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds,
he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, but by this time
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the
land, for the wind was against them. And early in the
morning he came walking towards them on the
lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the
lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And
they cried out in fear.

But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me
to come to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So
Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you
doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’

Post Communion
Holy Father,
who gathered us here around the table of your Son
to share this meal with the whole household of God:
in that new world where you reveal the fullness of
your peace,
gather people of every race and language
to share in the eternal banquet of Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Prayers for the week

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on
the website.

Upcoming services
Wednesday Worship

Zoom

Sunday Worship, 16th August 9am
9.30am
11.00am

12th August
7.30pm
St George
St John
St George

All our services (except Zoom) remain available on
the Benefice Website and on YouTube.

Benefice Eucharist service available via phone
‘Telephone Church’ is available for those not on the
internet. Dial this number 01635 959050 which is
charged at local rate to hear the 11am benefice
service from St Georges.
Please note this cannot become available on the
phone until Tuesday, we are sorry for the
unavoidable delay.

