Open for personal prayer during the week...

St George’s Church on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Saturdays 10.00am - 2.00pm (Access only via the
door on tower side.)
St John’s Church on Wednesdays 11.00am - 1.00pm
and Saturdays 2.00pm - 4.00pm (Access via the rear
Vestry door.)

Conversations along the way…
Small group discussions during July
Beginning from 13 July for 3 weeks, we are offering
the opportunity to join a small group of 3 - 6 people
to share three bible stories and accompanying
paintings (all encounters with Jesus at Lake Galilee)
to reflect on where we find ourselves as individuals
and the church at this time. There are no right
answers to be found, and the material is designed
simply to be a jumping off point for conversations to
be had. The hope is that we can simply enjoy the
opportunity for a relaxed conversation with fellow
pilgrims. The material is on the website.
Please let us know asap if you would like to join a
group. Contact Kathy Winrow on
kwinrow@btinternet.com or 01635 45380.

Key contacts
Vicar of Benefice
Revd Becky Bevan
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 524994
day off Monday

Associate Vicar
Revd Gary Collins
gary@st-john-newbury.org.uk

079896 901879
day off Monday

Associate Priest—St George’s
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Curate
Revd Julie Howell
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk

day off Monday

Benefice Office Manager
Alex Brown
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 41249
day off Monday

5th July 2020
Fourth Sunday after Trinity
Today public worship begins again at St George’s and
St John’s. It’s bound to be a day of mixed emotions,
because although it’s a step in the right direction, it’s
not all of us back, and so it’s not an occasion for popping champagne corks and pulling out all the stops…
We come back, with restrictions and hesitations,
very aware of the painful journey we are still on.
So today we hold all these emotions before God - our
thanksgiving, our sorrow, our hopes and our fears.
And whether we are able to come in person, or will
join online or on the phone, or in our imagination and
prayers, our deepest hope surely is that we will know
God’s presence with us, and be united in Christ
wherever we are and however we’re feeling.

Joining Sunday Worship online NEW TIME
Benefice Service, Sunday at 11.00am
Please join us for our online Benefice Service of Holy
Communion http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the new benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk

‘Virtual Coffee and Chat’ at 12.00pm. NEW TIME.
Sunday Worship in Church
YOU WILL HAVE RECEIVED A LETTER ABOUT THIS
WHICH MUST BE READ IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO
ATTEND. FULL DETAILS ARE ALSO ON THE WEBSITE.
Holy Communion 9am and 11am at St George’s

Churchwardens
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s Simon Pook, Rita Gardner
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk

Holy Communion 9.30am at St John’s

Website
Facebook

If you need a listening ear, or a have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers overleaf.

www.stg-stj.org.uk
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

In need of help?

Readings for Sunday, 5th July 2020

The Collect
Gracious Father,
by the obedience of Jesus
you brought salvation to our wayward world:
draw us into harmony with your will,
that we may find all things restored in him,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen
First Reading: Romans 7. 15-25
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do
what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do
what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But
in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells
within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within
me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I
cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the
evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do
not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that
dwells within me.
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is
good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of
God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me
from this body of death? Thanks be to God through
Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God,
but with my flesh I am a slave to the law of sin.
The Gospel: Matthew 11. 16-19, 25-end
At that time Jesus said, ‘But to what will I compare
this generation? It is like children sitting in the market
-places and calling to one another,
“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.”
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they
say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man came eating
and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these
things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your
gracious will. All things have been handed over to me
by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

Post Communion
Eternal God,
comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken,
you have fed us at the table of life and hope:
teach us the ways of gentleness and peace,
that all the world may acknowledge
the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Churches open for public worship
This is great news, and we have been working hard to
enable this to happen this week.
Online worship will be offered too at least through
the summer months, hopefully live-streamed from
church.
To remain open we need VOLUNTEERS for both
churches who are not in vulnerable health/age
groups to help with cleaning between services, welcoming and stewarding. Please phone Alex in the
Office on 41249 if you can help on Sundays.
Thank you.
Upcoming services
Wednesday Worship

Zoom

8th July
7.30pm

Sunday Worship, 12 July

9am
9.30am
11.00am

St George
St John
St George

All our services (except Zoom) remain available on
the Benefice Website and on YouTube.
Significant News for The Benefice and St John’s
It is with warmth and thankfulness that we must let
you know that Fr. Trevor has decided the time is right
to 'fully retire' and will no longer be involved in public
worship up front. For the last 11 years (despite being
retired!) Trevor has supported and at times sustained
the congregation of St John’s. We are deeply thankful
for all he has given, to both congregation and clergy.
He will be greatly missed, and he and Olive will
remain valued members of the congregation.
Benefice Eucharist service available via phone
Given the changes to services this week, we are not
sure yet how ‘Telephone Church’ will work. But we
are still hoping to release this service, albeit with a
possible delay until the afternoon.
The website will give details once this is established.
If you know anyone who cannot access the Internet
and would like to listen in to the Sunday service,
simply dial this number 01635 959050 which is
charged at local rate.

