
1 

 

 EVENING CELTIC LITURGY    
 ORDINARY TIME  
 As Night Falls   
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Welcome to Celtic Evening Prayer,  
with St George the Martyr Wash Common and  
St. John the Evangelist, Newbury.   
 
 

From earliest times, Christians gathered at regular hours during each 
day and night to respond to God’s word with praise on behalf of all  
creation and with intercession for the salvation of the world.  
 
This evening prayer service is written in the style and spiritual purview 
of the Celtic tradition. A tradition steeped in imagination, symbolism and 
of God’s glory in all of creation. 
 
We invite you to participate with us in this service , the prayers are very 
simple to follow, and there will be a short reflection too.  
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The Greeting 
 
The officiant says: 
 

Come to us this night, O God, 
Come to us with light. 
Speak to us this night, O God,  
Speak to us your truth. 
Dwell with us this night, O God, 
Dwell with us in love. 
The sign of light– a candle is lit 
 
Prayer of thanksgiving 
 
Thanks be to you O Christ,  
For the many gifts you have bestowed on us,  
Each day and night, each sea and land,  
Each weather fair, each calm, each wild.  
 
Each night may we remember your mercy  
given so gently and generously.  
Each thing we have received,  
From you it came;  
Each thing for which we hope,  
From your love it will come;  
Each thing we enjoy,  
It is of your bounty;  
Each thing we ask,  
Comes of your disposing.  
 
O God, from whom each thing that is, freely flows,  
Grant that no tie over strict, no tie over dear,  
May be between ourselves and this world. Amen.  
 
Silence is kept. 
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Prayer of Penitence 
 
Search me, O God, and know my heart. 
Test me and know my thoughts. 
 
See if there is any wicked way in me 
I confess to you, 
and lead me in the way everlasting. 
May the God of all mercy, 
bring us back to himself 
forgive us our sins, 
and assure us of his eternal love, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.         Amen. 

 
The Word of God 
First reading Isaiah 40.1-11 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
   says your God.  
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
   double for all her sins.  
A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain.  
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
   and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
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Song 
I will always bless the Lord (based om Psalm 34) 
© WGRG, Iona Community, John L. Bell  TALLA CRIOSDH Scots Gaelic  
The River Rock Band “Drawn From The Well” 

I will always bless the Lord 
praise his name and love his word. 
Humble folk will fill with joy, 
as in God I glory. 
 
When I prayed God answered me, 
from my fears he set me free; 
None who trust God’s faithful love 
shall be disappointed. 
 
Those who cry are listened to, 
those in need receive their due: 
Angels guard God’s loyal folk, 
keeping them from danger. 
 
Taste and see that God is good, 
know your yearnings understood, 
Find your true security, 
be God’s holy people. 

 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  Luke 1.57-end 
The Birth of John the Baptist 
 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.  
Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great 
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to 
circumcise the child,  and they were going to name him Zechariah after 
his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ They said to 
her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ Then they began motioning to 
his father to find out what name he wanted to give him.                            
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He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of 
them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue 
freed,  
and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbours, 
and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country 
of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then will 
this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.                                                                                                                             
 

Short Reflective Homily -Who was John the Baptist? 
 
Silence is kept. 
 

Now that evening falls... 
 
Now that evening falls, 
gently fades the light; 
moon replaces sun 
and day takes leave of night. 
Lord, be with us in this time. 
 
Gratitude we raise 
for the day that’s gone 
and for love that stays 
till dusk is kissed by dawn. 
Lord, be with us in this place. 
 
To the Maker’s care 
we in faith commend, 
all we love and long for, 
all we still intend. 
Lord, stir within us your grace. 
 
Glory be to God, 
glory to the Son, 
glory to the Spirit, 
ever three in one.      
Amen.                                                                        Iona Community Prayer 
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Prayers of Intercession   
The response below may be used at the end of each bidding.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
  

The Collect for today 
Almighty God, 
by whose providence your servant John the Baptist  
was wonderfully born, 
and sent to prepare the way of your Son our Saviour 
by the preaching of repentance: 
Lead us to repent according to his preaching 
and, after his example, 
constantly to speak the truth,  boldly to rebuke vice, 
and patiently to suffer for the truth’s sake;, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

The Lord's Prayer    

As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen.  



8 

 

Some material in this service is copyright:  
Common Worship© 2000 The Archbishops’ Council and Common 

Worship Festivals© 2008 The Archbishops’ Council  

© Iona Abbey Worship Book, Wild Goose Publication;  
                              

Closing responses  
 
O Trinity of Love, 
You have been with us at the world’s beginning, 
Be with us till the world’s end. 
 
You have been with us at our life’s shaping, 
Be with us at our life’s end. 
 
You have been with us at the sun’s rising,   
Be with us till the day’s end. 
 
Amen. 


