Open for personal prayer...

Following the latest guidance from the Government
and our Diocese, St George’s church opened for personal prayer and continues in the same pattern this
week on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays
10am—2pm. (Access only via the door on tower
side.)
St John’s church opens for private prayer this week
on Wednesdays 11-1pm and Saturdays 2-4pm.
(Access via the rear Vestry door.) Our thanks go to
the volunteers who have made this possible.
Conversations along the way...
We would like to offer some small group discussions/
reflections for those who would like this opportunity.
Just three sessions, in the first instance, of about 45
minutes starting the week of 6th July either via Zoom
or telephone and , you never know, we may be able
to meet outside, socially distanced of course. The
groups will be small (3-6 people). Further details to
follow next week but please let Kathy Winrow know
asap if you’re interested on
kwinrow@btinternet.com or 01635 45380
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21st June 2020
Second Sunday after Trinity
We had expected to hear by now news of what
might be allowed by the Government for the further
opening of places of worship from early July. As you
can imagine, it makes planning very difficult when we
simply don’t know what will be permitted. The hope
remains however that from July some kind of gathered worship will be possible in church. Inevitably this
will be in small numbers of people, socially distanced.
If the rules are more flexible for outdoor gatherings
we will try very hard (weather permitting!) to enable
this to happen. It is expected that online worship will
continue alongside whatever can be offered
in church.
Please pray for all those making difficult decisions.

Benefice Service, Sunday at 10.00am
Please join us for our online Benefice Service of Holy
Communion. The service will be available on YouTube
here: http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the new benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
‘Virtual Coffee and Chat’ at 11.00am. Details via
email. See note on back page about new Zoom
Wednesday Worship
This takes place each week via Zoom at 7.30pm led by
a different member of the clergy team. The Zoom
password can only be shared by email so please take
careful note of this from the weekly Friday email sent
by Revd Becky or Revd Gary. The Service Sheet is on
the Benefice Website from Tuesday evening.
In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or a have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers overleaf.

Readings for Sunday, 21st June 2020
The Collect
Lord, you have taught us
that all our doings without love are nothing worth:
send your Holy Spirit
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love,
the true bond of peace and of all virtues,
without which whoever lives is counted dead
before you.
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
First Reading: Romans 6. 1b-11
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in
order that grace may abound? By no means! How can
we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know
that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like
his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so
that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might
no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is
freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him. We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him. The death he
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he
lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before
others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in
heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will
deny before my Father in heaven.
‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the
earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.
For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own
household.
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of
me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake will find it.
Post Communion
Loving Father,
we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your Son:
sustain us with your Spirit,
that we may serve you here on earth
until our joy is complete in heaven,
and we share in the eternal banquet
with Jesus Christ our Lord.

Upcoming services
Wednesday Worship

Zoom

24h June
7.30pm

Sunday Worship

YouTube

28th June
10.00am

All our services (except Zoom) remain available on
the Benefice Website and on YouTube.
Prayers for the week

The Gospel: Matthew 10. 24-39
Jesus summoned the twelve and sent them out with the
following instruction: ‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the
disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his
household!
‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that
will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not
become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the
housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both
soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground unperceived by your Father. And even the hairs of your
head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of
more value than many sparrows.

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do. The weekly
Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week for our benefice, the local community and the wider world.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on
the website.
Benefice Eucharist service available via phone
If you know anyone who cannot access the Internet and
would like to listen in to the Sunday service, simply
dial this number 01635 959050 which is charged at
local rate.
 There is a short announcement by a robotic voice
introducing the service.
 The service will then play, (there may be up to a 30
second delay before starting). The service will remain
available at this number for the rest of the week.

