Open for personal prayer...

Following the announcement by the Government on
Monday, we will be opening St George’s church for
personal prayer this week. Due to the strict requirements for social distancing, and regular cleaning, we
are able to offer the following opening times to begin
with: Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays 10am—
2pm. (Access only via the door on tower side.)
St John’s church isn’t ready to open yet but further
details will be given as soon as possible.
Angela Brennan - ordination and curacy news
Angela is to be licensed to the Thatcham Team Ministry for her curacy, beginning in July (although her ordination has been postponed to 26th September due
to Covid restrictions). The Brennans will remain living
in Wash Common - which is good news for us, although obviously we will see less of them. We hold
Angela, James, Teddy and Mary in our prayers as this
new chapter opens.
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14th June 2020
First Sunday after Trinity
Welcome to Ordinary Time!
It doesn't sound so exciting does it really? After all the
build up from Lent through Easter, and beyond into
the poetic fireworks of Pentecost, to then end up
with anticlimactic months of ‘Ordinary’. Hmm...
But ordinary time offers something different, something un-noticed. We might think of it like the end to
an extended party; we have to roll our sleeves up and
get on with the job in hand; now we have to attend to
the everyday miracles of love, compassion and justice. The big stories have ended, now come the simple stories, the everyday wonder of God in our lives.
Benefice Service, Sunday at 10.00am
Please join us for our online Benefice Service of Holy
Communion. The service will be available on YouTube
here: http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the new benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
‘Virtual Coffee and Chat’ at 11.00am. Details via
email. See note on back page about new Zoom
register requirements.
Wednesday Worship
This takes place each week via Zoom at 7.30pm led by
a different member of the clergy team. The Zoom
password can only be shared by email so please take
careful note of this from the weekly Friday email sent
by Revd Becky or Revd Gary. The Service Sheet is on
the Benefice Website from Tuesday midday.
In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or a have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers overleaf.

Readings for Sunday, 14th June 2020
The Collect
God of truth,
help us to keep your law of love
and to walk in ways of wisdom,
that we may find true life
in Jesus, Christ your Son.
Amen
First Reading: Genesis 18. 1-15
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre,
as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the
day. He looked up and saw three men standing near
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance
to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said,
‘My lord, if I find favour with you, do not pass by your
servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a
little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after
that you may pass on—since you have come to your
servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’ And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, ‘Make
ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it,
and make cakes.’ Abraham ran to the herd, and took a
calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who
hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and
the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them;
and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.
They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ And he
said, ‘There, in the tent.’ Then one said, ‘I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall
have a son.’ And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old,
advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the
manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying,
‘After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I
have pleasure?’ The Lord said to Abraham, ‘Why did
Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I indeed bear a child, now
that I am old?” Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?
At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and
Sarah shall have a son.’ But Sarah denied, saying, ‘I did
not laugh’; for she was afraid. He said, ‘Oh yes, you did
laugh.’
The Gospel: Matthew 9. 35-10.8
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples,
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are
few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
labourers into his harvest.’
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave
them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out,
and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are

the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also
known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of
Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and
Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following
instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to
The lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go,
proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has
come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the
lepers, cast out demons. You received without
payment; give without payment.

Post Communion
Eternal Father,
we thank you for nourishing us
with these heavenly gifts:
may our communion strengthen us in faith,
build us up in hope,
and make us grow in love;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Upcoming services

Wednesday Worship

Zoom

17th June
7.30pm

Sunday Worship

YouTube

21st June
10.00am

All our services (except Zoom) remain available on

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do. The weekly
Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week for our benefice, the local community and the wider world.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on the
website.
Benefice Eucharist service available via phone
If you know anyone who cannot access the Internet
and would like to listen in to the Sunday service,
Simply dial this number 01635 959050 which is
charged at local rate.
 There is a short announcement by a robotic voice
introducing the service.
 The service will then play, (although there may be
up to a 30 second delay before starting). The service will remain available at this number for the
rest of the week.
Please pass this on to anyone who may benefit
from this.

