Pre-schools in church halls ...

Following the new guidelines from the Government,
pre-schools (along with schools) are allowed to open
again in June. The Church of England advice is that
where pre-schools meet in church-owned buildings
they can only reopen if they have sole use of a
building and undertake full responsibility for Covid19
safety. Please be aware that if our two benefice
pre-schools open it will be firmly within this guidance.
Thy Kingdom Come … get creative!
Thank you to all who have managed to engage with
the TKC initiative over the past week. We had a great
turn-out for Morning Prayer each day (apart from the
first day when Zoom decided to misbehave..!)
Creativity I hope is still flowing and we might get to
see some of your paintings/poems/photography/
sculpture capturing themes from the Lord’s Prayer.
Email pictures of your creations to Revd Gary.

31st May 2020
The Feast of Pentecost
The Day of Pentecost marks fifty days since Easter
Day and brings the Easter season to an end. Please
join our online worship at 10am on Sunday to
celebrate this major feast of the Church’s year when
we recall how God’s Holy Spirit was given to the
disciples and the Church was born.
Our preacher on Sunday is the Rt Revd Olivia Graham,
Bishop of Reading.
Please have an unlit candle with you for the service
(and a means of lighting it!) as we will light candles as
part of the Commission at the end of the worship.
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‘Virtual Coffee and Chat’ at 11am. Details via email.
See note on back page about new Zoom register
requirements.

www.stg-stj.org.uk
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

This takes place each week via Zoom at 7.30pm led by
a different member of the clergy team. The Zoom
password can only be shared by email so please take
careful note of this from the weekly Friday email sent
by Revd Becky or Revd Gary. The Service Sheet is on
the Benefice Website from Tuesday midday.

A huge thanks ...
… to Jennie Marwick-Evans who has helped us record
and produce on-line services for the past 10 weeks
and who is now taking a well-earned break. We are
delighted that Geoff Addis has kindly taken on this
role.

Readings for Sunday, 31st May 2020
The Collect
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,
ignite in us your holy fire;
strengthen your children with the gift of faith,
revive your Church with the breath of love,
and renew the face of the earth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
First Reading: Acts 2. 1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,
and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under
heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each
one heard them speaking in the native language of
each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that
we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s
deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But
others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new
wine.’
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice
and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to
what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No,
this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
And I will show portents in the heaven above and
signs on the earth below,

blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and
glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.”
The Gospel: John 7. 37-39
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while
Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let anyone
who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of
the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.” ’ Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no
Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
Post Communion
Faithful God,
who fulfilled the promises of Easter
by sending us your Holy Spirit
and opening to every race and nation
the way of life eternal:
open our lips by your Spirit,
that every tongue may tell of your glory;
Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do. The weekly
Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week for our benefice, the local community and the wider world.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on the
website.
Upcoming services
Wednesday Worship
Link to be released by email

Zoom

3rd June
7.30pm

Sunday Worship

YouTube

7th June
10.00am

All our services (except Zoom) remain available on
the Benefice Website and on YouTube.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or a have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers overleaf.

