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RIDE ON, RIDE ON IN MAJESTY! 
Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry, 
Thy humble beast pursues his road 
With palms and scattered garments strowed. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die: 
O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 
O'er captive death and conquered sin, 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
The winged squadrons of the sky 
Look down with sad and wondering eyes 
To see the approaching sacrifice. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh; 
The Father on his sapphire throne 
Awaits his own anointed Son. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die; 
Bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 
Then take, O God, thy power, and reign. 
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PALM SUNDAY 
COMMEMORATION OF JESUS’ ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM 

 
 
 

The Gathering 
 
Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing, 
by works of love and self-sacrifice, for the celebration of our 
Lord's death and resurrection. Today we come together to 
begin this solemn celebration in union with the Church 
throughout the world. Christ enters his own city to complete 
his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. 
Let us go with him in faith and love, so that, united with him 
in his sufferings, we may share his risen life. 
 
The people hold up their branches while this prayer is said. 
 
God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem 
as Messiah to suffer and to die, let these branches be for us 
signs of his victory: and grant that we who bear them in his 
name may ever hail him as our king, and follow him in the 
way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.   Amen. 

 
Let us go forth, throughout our lives, praising Jesus our Messiah, 
as did the crowds who welcomed him to Jerusalem. 
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The Confession 
 

God shows his love for us 
in that, while we were still far away, Christ died for us. 
Let us then show our love for him 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy  
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Absolution 
 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness 
And keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 

True and humble king, 
hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
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that we may be found beside you 
on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. 
Amen. 
 
Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29 
 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures for ever.  
Let Israel now proclaim 
‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 
 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord; 
the righteous shall enter through it. 
 

I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
and have become my salvation. 
The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

This is the Lord’s doing; 
and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Come, O Lord, and save us we pray 
Come, Lord, send us now prosperity. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 
we bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 

The Lord is God; he has given us light; 
Bind the festal procession with branches, 
up to the horns of the altar. 
 

You are my God and I will thank you; 
you are my God and I will exalt you. 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
his mercy endures for ever. 
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Gospel Reading 
 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and given him the name that is above every name. 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
We stand to affirm our faith 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
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At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
We prepare to share this symbol of our peace together. 
Christ is our peace.   
He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
The peace is exchanged. 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine    
 
Jesus, true vine and bread of life, 
ever giving yourself that the world might live, 
let us share your death and passion: make us perfect in your love. 
 
With this bread that we bring 
We shall remember Jesus. 

 

With this wine that we bring 
We shall remember Jesus. 

 

Bread for his body, wine for his blood, 
gifts from God to his table we bring. 
We shall remember Jesus. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer  (Prayer D) 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Life up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Almighty God, good Father to us all, 
your face is turned towards your world.   
In love you gave us Jesus your Son  
to rescue us from sin and death. 
Your Word goes out to call us home,  
to the city where angels sing your praise.   
We join with them in heaven's song: 
 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
Who was and is and is to come, 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord. 
 
Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift  
that comes from heaven. 
 

To the darkness Jesus came as your light.   
With signs of faith and words of hope  
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 
 

This is his story. 
This is our song.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The crowds came out to see your Son,  
yet at the end they turned on him.  
 

On the night he was betrayed he came to table with his friends 
to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
 

This is his story. 
This is our song.  Hosanna in the highest. 
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Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food;  
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said:   
This is my body, given for you all.  
 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;  
He took the cup, gave it and said:   
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins.   
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
This is our story. 
This is our song.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross 
on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again 
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.  
 

This is our story. 
This is our song.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 
with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
 

May we and all who share this food  
offer ourselves to live for you 
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 
where all creation worships you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer    
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name; 
your kingdom come;     
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours 
now and forever.   Amen. 
 
The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying:  
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace. 
 
Giving of Communion    
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
The presiding priest receives communion. 
 

By taking part in the Eucharistic service we all share in Christ, the Bread of 
Life. If you have bought your own bread to this service, then please share it 
now and with anyone else with you. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
 
Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy 
but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with  
the body and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.  
Amen. 
 
 
Notices 
 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
Christ crucified draw you to himself,  
to find in him a sure ground for faith,  
a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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Don’t forget, if you have created a palm leaf decoration,  
please share it in the gallery on the website: 

stgeorge-stjohn-newbury.org.uk 


