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EVENING PRAYER  
DURING HOLY WEEK. TUESDAY 
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Welcome to Evening Prayer during Holy Week,  
with St George the Martyr Wash Common and  
St. John the Evangelist, Newbury.   
 
From earliest times, Christians gathered at regular hours during each day 
and night to respond to God’s word with praise on behalf of all creation and 
with intercession for the salvation of the world.  
 
For many centuries, the ‘daily offices’ of prayer became increasingly the 
preserve of  clergy alone. However in recent years a growing number of 
people have come to value the rhythm and reassurance of daily prayers, 
appreciating the stability and reflection these can offer—and the sense of 
connection with others in their community. 
 
We invite you to participate with us in these services as part of the lead up 
to Easter. The prayers are very simple, and there will be a short reflection 
too.  
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Preparation 
  
The officiant says: 
O God, make speed to save us.  
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Let your ways be known upon earth 
Your saving power among the nations. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
As we behold your Son, enthroned on the cross, 
stir up in us the fire of your love, 
that we may be cleansed from all our sins, 
and walk with you in newness of life 
singing the praise of him who died 
for us and our salvation. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Saviour of the World 
 
Jesus, Saviour of the world, 
come to us in your mercy:   
we look to you to save and help us. 
 
By your cross and your life laid down, 
you set your people free:   
we look to you to save and help us. 
 
When they were ready to perish, you saved your disciples:   
we look to you to come to our help. 
 
In the greatness of your mercy, loose us from our chains,   
forgive the sins of all your people. 
 
Make yourself known as our Saviour and mighty deliverer;   
save and help us that we may praise you. 
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Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus:   
hear our prayer and be with us always. 
 
And when you come in your glory:   
make us to be one with you 
and to share the life of your kingdom. 
 
The officiant says: 
That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
Let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your mercy come down upon us 
to cleanse our hearts 
and set us free to sing your praise 
now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 
 

The Word of God 
 
Psalm 55. 13-24  
 
Refrain:    Cast your burden upon the Lord and he will sustain you. 
For it was not an open enemy that reviled me, 
for then I could have borne it; 
 

Nor was it my adversary that puffed himself up against me,   
for then I would have hid myself from him. 
 

But it was even you, one like myself,   
my companion and my own familiar friend. 
 

We took sweet counsel together   
and walked with the multitude in the house of God. 
 
let them go down alive to the Pit;   
for wickedness inhabits their dwellings, their very hearts. 
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As for me, I will call upon God   
and the Lord will deliver me. 
 
In the evening and morning and at noonday 
I will pray and make my supplication,   
and he shall hear my voice. 
 
He shall redeem my soul in peace from the battle waged against me,   
for many have come upon me. 
 
God, who is enthroned of old, will hear and bring them down;   
they will not repent, for they have no fear of God. 
 
My companion stretched out his hands against his friend   
and has broken his covenant; 
 
His speech was softer than butter, though war was in his heart;   
his words were smoother than oil, yet are they naked swords. 
 
Cast your burden upon the Lord and he will sustain you,   
and will not let the righteous fall for ever. 
 
Refrain:    Cast your burden upon the Lord and he will sustain you. 
Each psalm or group of psalms may end with 
 
All     Glory to the Father and to the Son 
          and to the Holy Spirit; 
          As it was in the beginning is now 
          And shall be with for ever.     Amen. 
 
          
First Scripture Reading   
Lamentation  3.40-51  
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Canticle - The Song of Christ’s Glory 
 
Refrain:     
All       At the name of Jesus 
          Every knee shall bow. 
 
Christ Jesus was in the form of God,   
but he did not cling to equality with God. 
 
He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant,   
and was born in our human likeness. 
 
Being found in human form he humbled himself,   
and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 
 
Therefore God has highly exalted him,   
and bestowed on him the name above every name, 
 
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,   
In heaven and on earth and under the earth; 
 
And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,   
to the glory of God the Father. 
                                                                                                         Philippians 2.5–11 
 
All     Glory to the Father and to the Son 
          and to the Holy Spirit; 
          As it was in the beginning is now 
          And shall be with for ever.     Amen. 
 
All     At the name of Jesus 
          Every knee shall bow. 
 
          
Second  Scripture Reading  
Galatians 6.11-18 
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Reflection for Tuesday in Holy Week   

 
A suitable song or chant may follow 
 
        We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 
All    by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 
 
         Christ committed no sin, no guile was found on his lips. 
All    We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
 
         He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree 
         that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
All    By your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 
 
         By his wounds you have been healed. 
All    We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 
         by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 
 
                                                                                                                    cf 1 Peter 2 
 
                                                                                                            Gospel Canticle  
The Magnificat (The Song of Mary) 
 
Refrain: 
 God’s love for us is revealed in that,  
 while we were yet sinners, 
 Christ died for us. 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;   
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.. 
 
From this day all generations will call me blessed;   
the Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his name. 
 
He has mercy on those who fear him,   
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from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm   
and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 
Casting down the mighty from their thrones   
and lifting up the lowly. 
 
He has filled the hungry with good things   
and sent the rich away empty. 
 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,   
to remember his promise of mercy, 
 
The promise made to our ancestors,   
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
                                                                                                                  Luke 1.46–55 
 
All     Glory to the Father and to the Son 
          and to the Holy Spirit; 
          As it was in the beginning is now 
          And shall be with for ever.     Amen. 
 
          Refrain: 
All     God’s love for us is revealed 
          In that, while we were yet sinners, 
          Christ died for us. 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession      
 
The response below may be used at the end of each bidding.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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The Collect  
Almighty and everlasting God, 
who in your tender love towards the human race 
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to take upon him our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

The Lord's Prayer    

 
Standing at the foot of the Cross, 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.                                             
 
The Conclusion  
 
        May Christ, who bore our sins on the cross, 
        Set us free to serve him with joy. 
All    Amen.  
 
         Let us bless the Lord. 
        Thanks be to God. 
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